Time for Innovation Matters in Education (TIME) Act, S. 851

Despite the higher expectations our students and schools must meet to succeed given the ever-
growing demands for 21*' century skills in today’s global economy, the time that is available for
students and teachers in our schools has remained the same for over a century.

Our school calendar — 6 hours per day, 180 days per year — was designed to serve an agrarian
society and has remained unchanged since the early 20th century. As a result, American students
spend about 30 percent less time in school than students in other leading nations, which hinders
their ability to succeed and compete.

In order to meet the national imperative of preparing all students for success in college and
careers to maintain America’s leadership in the world, we must comprehensively redesign our
schools and reconfigure the schedule to provide expanded teaching and learning opportunities.

Expanded learning time (ELT) initiatives that expand the school day, week, or year, can increase
student academic achievement, engagement, and success in schools. Studies show that programs
which significantly increase the total number of hours in a regular school schedule can lead to
gains in academic achievement, particularly for students who are furthest behind.

However, despite the evidence and promise of ELT, there is no major federal investment in this
strategy. Through a new, competitive grant program for states and districts, the TIME Act
encourages the development and implementation of high-quality, innovative, replicable, and
sustainable ELT initiatives in high-need schools that increase the total number of school hours by
at least 300 hours per year to provide:

e More in-depth and rigorous learning opportunities in core subjects;

* More time for other academic subjects and enrichment activities, such as the arts and
physical education, which contribute to a well-rounded education; and

¢ Increased opportunities for teachers to work collaboratively and participate in professional
planning to improve instruction.

The TIME Act gives priority to districts that:

e Serve a high percentage of low-income students;

Partner with a nonprofit, community-based organization with a record of success in ELT
and school redesign to better meet student needs;

Place coordinators at each school to support the integration and alignment of community
partners throughout the expanded school day, week or year;

e Enter into a partnership agreement that shows commitment from teachers, school leaders,
and community partners to work collaboratively, sets clear expectations and measurable
goals for all community partners, and facilitates information and data sharing; and
Coordinate funds with other public and private sources of funding.



